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Skiing 
downhill and backcountry
Product information

WHICH SKIS ARE RIGHT  
FOR YOU?
Choosing the right skis primarily involves 
matching your terrain preferences (Groomed 
slopes? Off-piste?) with an appropriate ski 
design (All-mountain? Powder? Backcountry?).

Determine which kind of skiing you do most 
often by answering the following questions. 
Then connect your answer with the ski catego-
ries below to find a ski type that best suits you. 

 � Do you only ski lift-accessed, groomed 
runs (inbounds)? Choose .

 � Do you ski groomed runs, powder and 
sometimes out-of-bounds areas?  
Choose , ,  or .

 � Do you ride the lifts to access the out-of-
bounds/backcountry terrain and only ski 
there? Choose ,  or .

 � Do you hike uphill on your skis to access 
backcountry terrain for skiing?  
Choose ,  or .

 � Do you ride the lifts to ski the park and 
pipe terrain? Choose .

SKI CATEGORIES
Skis can generally be divided into 5 categories, 
determined by the type of terrain, conditions 
encountered and intended use.

 �All-Mountain: Skis are either integrated 
or flat (sold without bindings) and generally 
have a waist of intermediate width to balance 
quickness and flotation. Most include rocker 
technology, which helps the skier to float in 
powder and soft snow.

 �All-Mountain Wide: These skis are mostly 
sold flat (not integrated with bindings) and are 
designed to perform in various conditions—
from powder to packed snow. Twin-tip skis  
in this category are constructed primarily  
for directional skiing, with the twin-tip tail 
designed to allow the skier to adjust his or her 
turn shape more freely. Most include rocker 
technology, which helps the skier to float in 
powder and soft snow.

 �Powder: With a broad platform and wide 
waists, these skis provide flotation for  
deep, light snow. Most include rocker 
technology, which helps the skier to float  
in powder and soft snow.

 �Backcountry: Skis are generally lighter than 
downhill skis. They will accommodate 
telemark and randonee bindings with 
reinforced top sheets in the binding areas.

 �Freestyle Twin-Tip: These skis hold an edge 
in the park, ski solidly in reverse and feature 
technology that helps to soften landings. 

What about ability level? Ski technology 
has progressed to a point where nearly any 
novice can hop on nearly any ski and have fun, 
particularly on rocker all-mountain skis. As a 
result, skiers have much less need to focus on 
traditional classifications—beginner (Type I), 
intermediate (Type II) or advanced (Type 
III)—that have long influenced the ski-selection 
process. True, expert-level skiers can fine-tune 
their performance by paying attention to subtle 
differences in flex or sidecut. For most skiers, 
though, it’s more important to match your ski  
to the terrain you most frequently seek out.

PROFILE Dimensions
These measurements identify the width of the 
ski in 3 places: tip (or shovel)/waist (middle)/tail. 

The most critical measurement is waist width. 
Narrow waists allow you to establish an edge 
sooner, resulting in lively, smooth turns. These 
skis respond well on groomed runs; they’re  
quick to shift from edge to edge, giving the skis 
a nimble feel. Wider waists deliver more surface 
area, creating more contact with the snow.  
Such skis are better able to float atop soft  
snow and powder. 

When you combine these dimensions with 
sidecut radius and length, you get an idea of the 
type of performance you can expect from a ski.

Sidecut radius (a.K.A. Turn Radius)
Sidecut is the arc or curve created by the edge 
of a ski. Imagine if that arc was extended until  
it formed a circle. A line drawn from the center 
of that circle back to the edge of the ski 
determines a ski’s sidecut radius. It is measured 
in meters.

What does that number tell you? The lower the 
number, the quicker a ski will turn.

Skis with low sidecut radius numbers (low to mid 
teens) are better for making tight, short-radius 
turns (though they can make longer turns just 
fine). Higher numbers indicate skis better suited 
for long-radius turns (and fast descents).

For example, many all-mountain skis have a 
deep, curvy sidecut that forms an easy-turning 
hourglass shape. The result: a low sidecut radius 
number. Powder skis, meanwhile, have a shallow 
sidecut (and higher number). They may be less 
nimble in turns, but they float well on soft snow.

length
Several factors (weight, experience, terrain) will 
influence your choice of length, though your 
height is often the most vital. In general, with ski 
tails on the floor, ski tips should touch your face 
approximately between your nose and eyebrows. 
Shorter skis are easier to turn; longer skis are 
good for speed. Experienced skiers often prefer 
longer skis. Ask an REI ski specialist for 
assistance to determine the best length for you.

Women’s vs. Men’s skis
Women-specific models are typically lighter and 
shorter, making them easier to maneuver than 
comparable men’s skis. This minimizes fatigue 
without compromising performance. 

Women’s bindings can be mounted a little 
farther forward on skis than men’s bindings, 
accommodating a woman’s lower center of 
gravity, enhancing balance and responsiveness.  

Turn Pattern

Long-radius

Short-radius
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FOOTNOTES:  *�Prices subject to change and are for comparison only. †Tip/waist/tail dimensions. ‡Available online only. §Available in limited stores. NA = not applicable; UA = spec unavailable. 
Specs based on manufacturers’ information available at time of publication. 

MEN’S

All-Mountain Integrated Item # Turn radius (m) Dimension† (mm) Size (cm)
Groomed 

runs
Groomed 
& powder Powder

Back- 
country

Park  
& pipe Price*

Atomic Smoke Ti/XTO 12 Bindings 823738 (171cm) 15 (171cm) 123/77/107 164, 171, 178 Best Good $599

Atomic Blackeye Ti/XTO 12 Bindings 823715 (174cm) 16 (174cm) 125.5/82/110.5 167, 174, 181§ Best Good $799

Atomic Crimson Ti/XTO 12 Bindings 823717 (171cm) 16 (171cm) 130.5/88/116 171§, 178§ Best Good $949

Atomic Savage Ti/XTO 14 Bindings 823716 (177cm) 18 (177cm) 134/93/120.1 177‡, 186‡ Best Good $999

K2 A.M.P. Force/M3 10.0 Bindings 823286 (153cm) 13 (153cm) 118/74/104 146§, 153, 160, 167 Best Good $499.95

K2 A.M.P. Photon/M3 10.0 Bindings 823287 (167cm) 15 (167cm) 120/76/104 160, 167, 174 Best Good $599.95

K2 A.M.P Shockwave/M2 11.0 TC Bindings–2010/2011 805588 (170cm) 16 (170cm) 119/78/105 163, 170, 177§ Best Good $649.93

K2 A.M.P. Impact/MX 11.0 TC Bindings 823289 (167cm) 15 (167cm) 127/80/109 160§, 167§, 174§ Best Good $749.95

K2 A.M.P. Rictor/MX 12.0 Bindings 823288 (174cm) 16 (174cm) 127/80/109 167, 174, 181 Best Good $899.95

K2 A.M.P. Aftershock/MX 14.0 Bindings 823290 (174cm) 17 (174cm) 130/86/114 167§, 174§, 181§ Good Best $999.95

Nordica Hot Rod Igniter CA XBI CT/N Sport XB I CT Bindings 823707 (170cm) 15 (170cm) 123/76/107 162‡, 170‡, 178‡ Best Good $599

Nordica Hot Rod Tempest XBI CT/N EXP 2S XBI CT Bindings 823728 (170cm) 15 (170cm) 127/80/111 162‡, 170§, 178§ Best Good $799

Nordica Fire Arrow 80 Ti XBI CT/N Exp 2 S XBI CT Bindings 823719 (172cm) 14.5 (172cm) 132/80/115 164‡, 172‡, 180‡ Best Good $899

Nordica Hot Rod Jet Fuel I-Core XBI CT/N Pro 2S XBI CT 
Bindings 823705 (170cm) 15 (170cm) 126/84/112 170‡, 178‡ Good Best $949

Nordica Fire Arrow 80 PR XBI CT/N Pro 2S XBI CT Bindings 823718 (180cm) 14.5 (180cm) 132/80/115 172‡, 180‡ Best Good $999

Salomon Enduro RX 750/Z11 B80 Bindings 822464 (160cm) 12.4 (160cm) 123/74/103 160, 166, 176 Best Good $649.95

Salomon Enduro XT 850/Z12 B90 Bindings 822463 (177cm) 17.4 (177cm) 127/84/111 170§, 177§, 184§ Best Good $899.95

Volkl RTM 73/3Motion TL 10.0 Bindings 824923 (166cm) 14.3 (166cm) 120/73/105 159, 166, 173 Best Good $499

Volkl RTM 75 iS/4Motion 11.0 TC Bindings 824922 (166cm) 15.2 (166cm) 120/75/105 159, 166, 173 Best Good $699

Volkl RTM 77/4Motion 11.0 TC Bindings 824924 (171cm) 16.1 (171cm) 122/77/107 166, 171, 176 Best Good $799

Volkl RTM 80/iPT Wide Ride 12.0 D Bindings 824925 (176cm) 17.8 (176cm) 124/80/107 171, 176, 181§ Good Best $899

Volkl RTM 84/iPT Wide Ride 12.0 D Bindings 824926 (176cm) 18 (176cm) 129/84/111 171§, 176§, 181§ Good Best $999

Volkl The Grizzly/iPT Wide Ride 12.0 D Bindings 824921 (177cm) 18.7 (177cm) 131/89/114 170‡, 177‡, 184‡ Best Good $1,299

All-Mountain

K2 Sight 823291 (159cm) 15 (159cm) 118/85/109 159‡, 169‡ Best Good $399.95

Rossignol Experience 83 824790 (168cm) 14 (168cm) 132/83/120 160§, 168§, 176§ Good Best $499.95

Rossignol Experience 76 Aramide 824792 (166cm) 15.2 (166cm) 120/76/110 156, 166, 176 Best Good $499.95

Rossignol Experience 88 824794 (178cm) 16.5 (178cm) 135/88/124 170, 178, 186 Good Best $599.95

Rossignol Avenger 82 Basalt 824791 (170cm) 16.3 (170cm) 128/82/112 170§, 177§ Best Good $799.95

Salomon Lord 822462 (169cm) 15.4 (169cm) 128/86/114 169, 177 Good Best $549.95

Volkl Kendo 824287 (177cm) 19.9 (177cm) 127/88/109 170, 177, 184, 191‡ Good Best $649

All-Mountain WIDE

Atomic Theory 823739 (177cm) 19 (177cm) 130/95/119 168, 177, 186 Best Good $499

Icelantic Nomad 825707 (168cm) 17 (168cm) 140/105/130 168‡, 181‡ Best Good $679

K2 Recoil 823295 (169cm) 17 (169cm) 121/90/115 164‡, 169‡, 174‡ Best Good $499.95

K2 Kung Fujas 823293 (179cm) 17 (179cm) 133/102/127 169§, 179§, 189§ Best Good $599.95

K2 HardSide 823292 (174cm) 21 (174cm) 131/98/109 174‡, 181‡ Best Good $699.95

K2 SideStash 823294 (181cm) 25 (181cm) 139/108/127 174§, 181§, 188§ Best Good $749.95

Line Prophet Flite 823298 (165cm) 14.2 (165cm) 125/90/113 165§, 172§ Best Good $449.95

Line Prophet 90 823312 (179cm) 17.7 (179cm) 125/90/113 172§, 179§, 186§ Best Good $549.95

Line Sir Francis Bacon 823300 (178cm) 16.1 (178cm) 140/108/136 172§, 178§, 184§ Best Good $649.95

Line Prophet 98 823307 (179cm) 17.2 (179cm) 132/98/123 172, 179, 186§ Best Good $649.95

Line Influence 105 823316 (179cm) 18.6 (179cm) 141/105/131 179, 186 Best Good $699.95

Lib Tech Freeride NAS ReCURVE 824309 (178cm) 18 (178cm) 137/100/123 178§, 188§ Best Good $749.95 

Nordica Soul Rider 823657 (177cm) 16.9 (177cm) 134/97/124 177‡, 185‡ Best Good $599

Nordica Steadfast I-Core 823721 (178cm) 18 (178cm) 132/90/118 170‡, 178‡, 186‡ Best Good $649

Nordica Hell & Back I-Core 823720 (177cm) 19 (177cm) 135/98/125 169‡, 177‡, 185‡ Best Good $699

Rossignol S3 824795 (178cm) 19.8 (178cm) 127/98/118 168§, 178§, 186§ Best Good $599.95 

Rossignol Experience 98 824793 (180cm) 19.9 (180cm) 139/98/128 172§, 180§, 188§ Best Good $699.95 

Salomon Shogun 822465 (182cm) 25.9 (182cm) 130/101/120 173§, 182§ Best Good $649.95 

Salomon Sentinel 822466 (177cm) 19.8 (177cm) 129/94/120 177§, 184§ Best Good $679.95 

Salomon BBR 8.9 822467 (176cm) 12.5 (176cm) 147/88/110 176§, 186§ Good Best $699.95 

Volkl Bridge 824369 (171cm) 18.5 (171cm) 128/95/115 163§, 171§, 179§ Best Good $599

Volkl Mantra 824368 (177cm) 24.2 (177cm) 132/98/118 170, 177, 184, 191‡ Best Good $699

freestyle twin-tip

K2 Press 823299 (159cm) 17 (159cm) 113/85/104 149§, 159§, 169§ Good Best $299.95 

K2 Domain 823301 (159cm) 16 (159cm) 115/90/115 159‡, 169‡ Good Best $449.95 

Line Afterbang 823319 (166cm) 18 (166cm) 115/88/115 155§, 166§, 177§ Good Best $379.95 

Rossignol Scimitar 824796 (178cm) 20.8 (178cm) 126/96/119 171‡, 178‡, 185‡ Good Best $499.95 

Powder

Atomic Access 823743 (181cm) 20 (181cm) 128.5/100/120.5 171§, 181§ Good Best $499

Atomic Blog 823740 (177cm) 18 (177cm) 132/110/124 177‡, 185‡ Good Best $599

Atomic Bent Chetler  823741 (183cm) 19 (183cm) 142/123/134 183§, 192§ Good Best $699
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MEN’S (CONT.)

Powder (ConT.) Item # Turn radius (m) Dimension† (mm) Size (cm)
Groomed 

runs
Groomed 
& powder Powder

Back- 
country

Park  
& pipe Price*

Atomic Atlas 823742 (182cm) 22 (182cm) 140/115/122 182‡, 192‡ Good Best $699

Icelantic Skis Shaman 825730 (173cm) 15 (173cm) 160/110/130 173§, 184§ Good Best $699

Icelantic Skis Keeper 825729 (178cm) 16 (178cm) 150/119/136 178§, 189§ Good Best $719

Icelantic Skis Gypsy 825728 (180cm) 22 (180cm) 152/125/147 180‡, 190‡ Good Best $739

K2 Pon2oon 823297 (179cm) 30 (179cm) 157/132/122 169§, 179§, 189§ Best Good $649.95

K2 Obsethed 823296 (179cm) 23 (179cm) 146/117/134 169‡, 179§, 189§ Best Good $699.95

Line Mr. Pollard’s Opus 823318 (178cm) 15 (178cm) 144/118/141 178§, 185§ Best Good $699.95

Line Influence 115 823317 (179cm) 19 (179cm) 153/115/142 179§, 186§ Good Best $749.95

Lib Tech Magic Horsepower NAS ReCURVE 824310 (178cm) 18 (178cm) 137/100/123 178‡, 188‡ Good Best $899.95

Nordica Patron 823708 (185cm) 18.5 (185cm) 143/113/132 177‡, 185§, 193§ Good Best $699

Rossignol S7 819985 (188cm) 17.5 (188cm) 145/115/123 178§, 188§ Good Best $699.95

Rossignol Super 7 819984 (195cm) 22.5 (195cm) 145/117/127 195‡ Good Best $799.95

Salomon Rocker 2 822538 (184cm) 26 (184cm) 142/122/132 180‡, 184‡, 192‡ Good Best $749.95

Volkl Gotama 2010/2011 805358 (178cm) 24.9 (178cm) 139/107/123 170§, 178, 186 Good Best $599.93

Volkl Shiro 824370 (183cm) 26.4 (183cm) 151/119/135 173§, 183§, 193§ Good Best $699

Volkl Gotama 824373 (178cm) 24.9 (178cm) 139/107/123 178§, 186§ Good Best $699

Volkl Chopstick 824371 (175cm) 28.4 (175cm) 148//128/148 175‡, 185‡ Good Best $799

Volkl Kuro 824372 (185cm) 26.3 (185cm) 164/132/139 185‡, 195‡ Good Best $899

Volkl Katana 824374 (184cm) 25.9 (184cm) 143/112/132 177§, 184§, 191§ Good Best $899

Backcountry

K2 Coomback 823839 (174cm) 22 (174cm) 135/102/121 167, 174, 181, 188 Good Best $649.95 

K2 Sideshow 823840 (181cm) 20 (181cm) 132/90/115 167, 174, 181, 188 Best Good $649.95 

Dynafit Manaslu 824578 (178cm) 35 (178cm) 122/95/108 169, 178, 187 Good Best $699.95 

Dynafit Stoke 806333 (173cm) 34 (173cm) 129/105/119 173, 182, 191 Good Best $799.95 

Volkl Nunatuq 825330 (178cm) 27 (178cm) 139/107/123 170, 178, 186 Good Best $699 

Black Diamond Justice 824033 (175cm) 31 (175cm) 138/111/123 175, 185 Good Best $699 

Black Diamond Amperage 824034 (175cm) 21 (175cm) 141/115/123 165, 175, 185 Good Best $669 

Black Diamond Drift 806271 (176cm) 21 (176cm) 136/100/122 166, 176, 186 Good Best $669 

Black Diamond Aspect 824035 (176cm) 18 (176cm) 130/90/117 156, 166, 176, 186 Good Best $629 

Voile Charger 806359 (181cm) 23 (181cm) 137/112/126 171, 181, 191 Best Good $625 

WoMEN’S

All-Mountain Integrated Item # Turn radius (m) Dimension† (mm) Size (cm)
Groomed 

runs
Groomed 
& powder Powder

Back-
country

Park  
& pipe Price*

Atomic Cloud 7/XTL 9 Lady Bindings 823590 (149cm) 12.5 (149cm) 115/70/97 149‡, 156‡ Best Good $399

Atomic Affinity Air/XTL 9 Lady Bindings 823744 (146cm) 12.5 (146cm) 118.5/74/97.5 146§, 152§ Best Good $499

Atomic Cloud 9/XTO 10 R Bindings 823591 (151cm) 11.5 (151cm) 119/73/104 151‡, 158‡ Best Good $599

Atomic Affinity Pure/XTO 10 Lady Bindings 823745 (148cm) 13.4 (148cm) 120.5/79/99.5 148, 154 Best Good $599

Atomic Affinity Storm/XTO 10 Lady Bindings 823746 (151cm) 14.7 (151cm) 125/84/104.5 151‡, 159‡ Best Good $699

K2 T. Nine Supersweet/ER3 10.0 Bindings 823302 (146cm) 11 (146cm) 118/74/103 146, 153 Best Good $499.95

K2 True Luv/Marker ERP 10Q Bindings—2010/2011 805603 (149cm) 11 (149cm) 118/74/103 142§, 149, 156 Best Good $519.93

K2 T. Nine Superific/ER3 10.0 Bindings 823306 (146cm) 11 (146cm) 120/76/104 146§, 153§, 160§ Best Good $599.95

K2 T. Nine Superfree/ERS 11.0 TC Bindings 823304 (146cm) 11 (146cm) 120/76/104 146, 153, 160 Best Good $749.95

K2 T. Nine Superburnin/ERS 11.0 TC Bindings 823305 (153cm) 11 (153cm) 121/72/106 153§, 160§ Best Good $899.95

K2 T. Nine Superstitious/ERS 11.0 TC Bindings 823315 (153cm) 13 (153cm) 128/84/112 153§, 160§ Good Best $999.95

Nordica Drive XBI CT/N Sport XB I CT Bindings 823712 (146cm) 10.5 (146cm) 123/76/107 146‡, 154‡ Best Good $599

Nordica Cinnamon Girl XBI CT/N Exp 2S XBI CT Bindings 823709 (156cm) 12.5 (156cm) 130/80/113 156‡, 164‡ Best Good $799

Nordica Infinite XBI CT/N Exp 2S XBI CT Bindings 823711 (146cm) 10.5 (146cm) 127/80/110 146‡, 154‡ Best Good $799

Nordica Conquer XBI CT/N Exp 2S XBI CT Bindings 823710 (154cm) 14 (154cm) 126/84/112 154‡, 162‡ Good Best $949

Rossignol Temptation 74/WTPI2 Saphir 92 Bindings 824799 (146cm) 11.6 (146cm) 120/74/110 146, 156 Best Good $399.95

Rossignol Temptation 78/WTPI2 Saphir 110 Bindings 824800 (150cm) 12.4 (150cm) 122/78/111 142, 150, 158 Best Good $599.95

Rossignol Temptation 82/WTPI2 Saphir 110 Bindings 824801 (152cm) 11.2 (152cm) 132/82/120 152§, 160§ Good Best $699.95

Volkl Oceana/Attiva 3Motion LT 10.0 Bindings 824942 (153cm) 12 (153cm) 116/68/100 147, 153, 159 Best Good $499

Volkl Estrella/Attiva 3Motion 10.0 Bindings 824988 (151cm) 13.3 (151cm) 124/73/94 151§, 158§ Best Good $699

Volkl Sol/Attiva 3Motion 11.0 TC Bindings 824927 (151cm) 13.2 (151cm) 126/75/96 151§, 158§, 165§ Best Good $799

All-Mountain WIDE

K2 MissConduct 823308 (149cm) 12 (149cm) 118/85/109 149§, 159§ Best Good $399.95

K2 MissDemeanor 823311 (149cm) 12 (149cm) 121/90/115 149‡, 159‡ Best Good $499.95

Line Celebrity 90 823320 (151cm) 12.1 (151cm) 125/90/113 151§, 158, 165 Good Best $449.95

Line Shadow 823321 (147cm) 11.5 (147cm) 115/85/112 147§, 157§ Best Good $329.95

Rossignol S2 824802 (150cm) 14.6 (150cm) 122/92/115 150, 160 Good Best $419.95

Salomon Lady 822539 (153cm) 11.9 (153cm) 128/84/112 153§, 161§ Good Best $549.95

Volkl Aura—2010/2011 815850 (163cm) 19 (163cm) 130/94/113 156, 163, 170§ Good Best $599.93

Volkl Kenja 824376 (163cm) 17.7 (163cm) 129/86/105 156, 163, 170§ Best Good $649

Volkl Aura 824375 (163cm) 20.2 (163cm) 131/96/114 156§, 163§ Good Best $699
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freestyle twin-tip Item # Turn radius (m) Dimension† (mm) Size (cm)
Groomed 

runs
Groomed 
& powder Powder

Back- 
country

Park  
& pipe Price*

Volkl PRL 824378 (155cm) 15 (155cm) 111/84/111 155‡, 162‡ Good Best $399

powder

Atomic Elysian 823747 (159cm) 17.1 (159cm) 126/95/115 159§, 168§ Best Good $499

Atomic Century 823748 (156cm) 16 (156cm) 127.5/100/119.5 156§, 166§ Good Best $499

Icelantic Oracle 825731 (155cm) 13 (155cm) 138/100/120 155§, 165§ Good Best $669

K2 MissBehaved 823309 (159cm) 14 (159cm) 133/102/127 149§, 159§, 169§ Best Good $599.95

K2 MissDirected 823310 (159cm) 17 (159cm) 146/117/134 159§, 169§ Best Good $699.95

Line Pandora 823322 (162cm) 15.8 (162cm) 142/115/139 152§, 162§, 172‡ Good Best $649.95

Nordica Nemesis 823713 (161cm) 16 (161cm) 135/98/125 153§, 161§, 169§ Good Best $699

Rossignol S7 824803 (168cm) 17.5 (168cm) 136/105/114 168§, 178‡ Good Best $699.95

Salomon Geisha 822540 (153cm) 18.5 (153cm) 124/95/114 153§, 164§ Good Best $649.95

Volkl Kiku 824377 (162cm) 20.3 (162cm) 139/107/123 154§, 162§, 170§ Good Best $699

BACKCOUNTRY

Black Diamond Element 824036 (165cm) 20 (16cm) 139/115/123 165, 175 Good Best $669 

Dynafit Manaslu Lady of the Summit 824556 (169cm) 19 (169cm) 118/92/104 161, 169, 178 Good Best $699.95 

K2 Brightside 823841 (167cm) 16 (167cm) 132/90/115 153, 160, 167, 174 Good Best $649.95 

K2 Sidekick 823842 (167cm) 21 (167cm) 139/108/127 153, 160, 167, 174 Best Good $699.95 

Black Diamond Starlet 806309 (166cm) 20 (166cm) 134/100/121 156, 166, 176 Good Best $669 


