CYCLESENSE ROAD TEST

The REl NOVARA SAFARI

Comfort features abound in this off-road-capable touring machine
by Jabn Schubert

The road testing crew at CycleSense Institute has waited long, far too long,
to sample the bicycles of Recreational Equipment Incorporated (REI). This

Seattle area—based outfit has offered the Novara Randonee classic touring
bike for about two decades, and we have heard repeatedly that the Randonee is a trusty
cnmpani&n. REI has another, more exotic tnun’ng hike, the Safanr, and it was wath great gh:s:
that we borrowed one for road testing, “The Great Divide Mountain Bike Route was very

much the inspiration for the
Safan,” designer Sueve
Gluckman zaid. Thus, the
Safari answers 3 quesnon that
pany of vou are asking:
“Whar kaind of bike might |
buy for rugged, self-supported
rouring that will include
animproved, unpaved roads’
While there are other worth-
while bikes that address this
question, they will all have to
answer 1o the mechanical sim-
plicity, ergonomic touches,
and low cost of the Safan

At $7gg, the Safan = ome
of dhe less :aprnsiu: 1qu.|ring bikes out there =nﬂ, .I.'||.'l1'.|__a'l with 2
cheaper stablemane Randomee, are must-see items for any touring
cveliss om 3 budger

Having said that, I note that some people wall say the term
Loiring tike ig ton restmictive 1 ENCOmpass the Safar’s many
urvasual ammbutes, First of all, it has mountam boke mms and
wide 1.g-inch hybrd tires, It has it own unique handlehar
shape, with three distinct hand pasitons. And, of course, it has a
suspension seatpost, sdvanced design gel saddle, and foam grips.

The 2003 model has 2 suspension handlebar stem which
works guite elegantly to smoath cut bumps in the mad without
being at all noticeable the rest of the time, The 2004 model
replaces the suspension stem with a position-adjustable nlting
stem. replacing one combort fearure for another. Gluckman
noted thar the cushy mres served 1o make 2 suspension stem less
important, and that his customer feedback made him want o
increase the user's firting oprions. Much as 1 liked the suspen-
siom stemn, | think the prospect of custom fit right out of the bax
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sounds enticing oo,

All this arention o vour
commfort promises vou a sun-
nier disposition after 2 dav’s
riding, on a bike thar makes it
possible to go loaded woaring
in forlorn, rugged places.
"Wwhile this has alsa been pos-
gible [and often done) on con-
ventional mountain bikes, the
Safari is |:r|_'\-'|_'irr'ri;ht:.:| for IOUTNE
in many ways those bikes are
noe

The Safari's frame design
is neither that of a raad our-
ing bike nor 3 mountsin bike,
but rather one that takes the most wuring-friendly attnbutes of
boh. Here are a few

The bowom bracker height is 11 and 7/8 inches, abowt 1 10
rand 1)z inches higher than dassic, road-tounng bike designs
Thar additional inch is much-needed pedal clearance when
voul re pedaling over rocks and roots, or those man-eating pat-
holes in the Alskan Highway. The down side of a higher hoe-
tom bracket i tha it raises the bike's cenver of gravity, Some
|'-|:r_'f|-.' can tell the difference and don'c like ic. [ can’t well the dif-
ference and therefore [ don't care.

The Safari includes 2 gusaer on the underside of the down
tube, 3 valiwsble srrueriral addivion thar increases the bike's
resistance to frontend crashes. These gussers are common on
I'I'EH.IJ'."'I.IiI'I I'ﬂkﬂ I"IJ'. ﬁl'l:l."a ACEm on r'-lﬂli b"lul:ﬁ

The Salar's chrome-moly steel fodk has brazed-on bosses
for leva-moune fromt pannsers. While hardly an earth-shaking
imvention, a fork bke this = hard 1o Gnd on pood qu.]||.'|._|' TOun
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